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Australians for Ethical Stem Cell Research



 
CONTACT: DR DAVID VAN GEND, 0417 007066; 07 46329377   vangend@machousemedical.com.au    

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – WEDNESDAY 26th March 2008
CLONING FOR PARKINSON’S IN MICE? A mere curiosity…
The report this week of therapeutic cloning in mice with Parkinson’s was dismissed as “another piece of outdated research from the defunct era of cloning” by Dr David van Gend, National Director of Australians for Ethical Stem Cell Research. 

“This research was done a year back, in the era when scientists thought cloning was uniquely useful. But since the paradigm shift in stem cell science in November 2007 - the advent of direct reprogramming of adult cells to the exact equivalent of cloned embryonic stem cells - that is no longer the case”, Dr van Gend said. 

“All one can say to this curious piece of outdated research is: ‘So what?’ If you want pluripotent stem cells that exactly match a patient, you can now get them by Dr Shinya Yamanaka’s direct reprogramming of adult cells, not creating and destroying cloned embryos.” 
“Who in their right mind would use thousands of eggs – it took over 5000 in this experiment to make 24 mouse clones - to get the same product that could have been obtained quickly and ethically by reprogramming skin cells? And which licensing body would ever permit the creation of human embryos for this destructive purpose, now that there is an ethically uncontentious alternative?"  

“No, cloning as a serious science died in November 2007, and this latest research – performed in February 2007 – is just another dusty exhibit in the Old Curiosity Shop of cloning. No Australian scientist has any reason to pursue the dehumanising science of cloning,  since Yamanaka provided us with the ethical alternative of ‘induced pluripotent stem cells (iPS).”

"By all means, let scientists spend their research grants on cloned animals if they find that useful. But as to human eggs and human embryos, let's leave that behind - as has the ‘father of cloning’, Prof Ian Wilmut - and get on with effective, ethical iPS research." 
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